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The waves are high today. Since after lunch, I’ve been reading
a novel by Mikhal Gilmore. It’s a big heavy book but quite
interesting. Marius is sleeping at the foot of the sofa where I lie
reading. The old wooden side table is one I picked up from a
dump. I brought it home surprised to find such a good piece just
thrown away. I looked at my watch. Half past two. Omori is
supposed to come over soon.
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Duke was a sheepdog, a breed called Puli, with grey eyes and
shaggy, cream-colored hair. The day he came to our house, he was
still a fresh newborn pup. Running down the hallway, he would flop
down on all fours, which split apart sideways. Eventually, he would
end up swiftly sliding upon his stomach. The way it happened was
so adorable that we would call his name just to make him run
down the hallway over and over. (Everyone laughed because
sliding down the hallway made him look like a mop). He was a dog
who loved pears, ice cream, and any food that had eggs in it. Early
summer suited Duke well, perhaps because he was born in May.
When | would take him for a ws ¥ Jmmer time when it
is green everywhere, (he and flutter his hair
to the scented breeze. He had a tendency to sulk easily. His sullen
profile looked like James Dean. He liked music. When | played the
piano, he would always come to my side and listen. Duke was a
great kisser.
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| barely managed to thank him in a scarcely audible
voice and took the seat. He stood in front of me and
glanced at my sobbing face. The color of his eyes
was deep. | was overpowered by his glance and felt
like | could barely move. | was unaware that | had

stopped crying.
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Duke had died. | was so sad that | could not even
breathe. And here | was having tea with a stranger,
going to a pool, gomg for a waIk gomg to an art
museum, and watchina a comi DI

performance! What on earth was | doing?
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