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— classificatory verbs have to do with handling physical objects
(‘put’, ‘carry’, ‘drop’, etc.) or with their position and location, or
existence (‘lie’, ‘hang’, ‘fall’, etc.). According to Carter
(1976):24), suppletive classificatory verbs in Athabaskan
languages refer to concrete objects, and they describe ‘objects
at rest, in motion, being handled, being dropped, or falling’
(Carter 1976:24) In Cora (Casad 1996: 246) classificatory verbs
comprise a group of stems whose basic meaning is ‘carry’. In
Papuan languages classificatory verbs are mostly existentials;
they may also refer to location, posture, sometimes motion (e.g.,
as in Enga).
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